
Proposed Appendicectomy Pathway

5 and under Over 5

Every Patient

- CVC

- Regular IV Paracetamol

- Regular PO NSAID 

- NCA: background & bolus 

Surgical team to decide

- NG tube

- Urinary catheter

Complex

Every patient

- Midline as a minimum, consider CVC

- Regular IV Paracetamol

- Regular PO NSAID 

- PCA/NCA: background & bolus 

Surgical team to decide

- NG tube

- Urinary catheter

Simple

Every patient

- Simple IV access

- Regular IV paracetamol

- Regular PO NSAID

- PRN oral morphine

Surgical team will decide intra-op if appendicitis 
is “Simple” or “Complex”

- Based on intra-op findings 
selected under 5s may be suitable 
for the simple appendicitis over 5s 
pathway.


- It is the responsibility of the 
surgeon to alert the anaesthetist 
to the potential for this variation

Notes

- Regional anaesthetic techniques at the anaesthetist’s discretion

- IV Paracetamol 15mg/kg QID (7.5mg/kg <10kg). Max dose 1g

- PO NSAID: Ibuprofen 10mg/kg TID. Max dose 400mg

- Oral Morphine 0.1-0.2mg/kg 6hrly PRN. Max dose 10mg



